
The Ehlers e-Newsletter 
Visit our website at http://www.house.gov/ehlers 
Monday, February 9, 2004 
 
News from Congressman Ehlers … 
U.S. HOUSE HONORS NATIONAL CHAMPION GVSU LAKERS AGAIN – 
Lauding the accomplishments of the Grand Valley State University football team over the 
past two seasons, Congressman Vernon J. Ehlers and the U.S. House of Representatives 
Wednesday again honored the Lakers by passing a resolution recognizing the team’s 
2003 NCAA Division II National Championship. 
For Congressman Ehlers’ complete statement, please visit our website: 
http://www.house.gov/apps/list/press/mi03_ehlers/020404GVSUFootball.html 
 
REGULAR MAIL DELIVERIES TO CONGRESS SUSPENDED – Regular mail 
deliveries to the Capitol Hill offices of all members of Congress have been suspended 
indefinitely due to the discovery of the deadly poison Ricin in mail delivered to the 
Senate Majority Leader’s office Monday.  
For more information, please read the press release on our website: 
http://www.house.gov/apps/list/press/mi03_ehlers/020304Ricin.html 
 
THIS WEEK IN THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2004  
On Monday, the House is not in session. 
 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2004  
On Tuesday, the House will meet at 12:30 p.m. for morning hour and 2 p.m. for 
legislative business. Votes will be postponed until 6:30 p.m. 
Suspensions (4 bills): 
(Bills on suspension are generally considered non-controversial and have reduced debate 
time, but require a two-thirds majority vote to be passed.) 

1) H.Con.Res. 358 - Authorizing the printing of “History of the United States 
Capitol” as a House document. 

2) H.Con.Res. 359 - Permitting the use of the rotunda of the Capitol for a 
ceremony as part of the commemoration of the days of remembrance of 
victims of the Holocaust. 

3) H.Con.Res. 357 - Permitting the use of the rotunda of the Capitol for a 
ceremony to award a Congressional Gold Medal to Dr. Dorothy Height: 
Resolves that the rotunda of the Capitol is authorized to be used on March 24, 
2004, for a ceremony to award a Congressional Gold Medal to Dr. Dorothy 
Height. Known as the grand dame of America’s civil rights movement, Dr. Height 
began her career as a rights advocate in the 1930’s when she gained prominence 
through her tireless efforts to register and educate voters, promote interracial 
schooling, and to empower women in American society. Dr. Height, known as 
one of the original “Big Six” civil rights leaders, was the only woman to 
participate with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and others in organizing the civil 
rights movement at the national level. 
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4) H.Con.Res. 264 - Authorizing and requesting the President to issue a 
proclamation to commemorate the 200th anniversary of the birth of 
Constantino Brumidi: Resolves that the President is authorized and requested to 
issue a proclamation commemorating the 200th anniversary of the birth of 
Constantino Brumidi and calling upon the people of the United States, state and 
local governments, and interested organizations to commemorate this anniversary 
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs. Brumidi, born in Rome, 
Italy, on July 26, 1805, landed at New York Harbor on September 18, 1852, as a 
political exile, making his flight from Italy to the United States because of his 
love for liberty. Brumidi’s love for his adopted country led him to seek citizenship 
two years after his arrival. In 1855, Brumidi began his artistic work in the Capitol, 
and spent more than 25 years of his life painting, decorating, and beautifying the 
corridors, committee rooms, and Rotunda of the Capitol. 

 
WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11 AND 12, 2004 
On Wednesday and Thursday, the House will meet at 10 a.m. 
Suspensions (1 bill): 

1) H.R. XXXX - Surface Transportation Extension Act of 2004: Information 
about this bill not available at time of publication. 

 
H.R. 1561 - United States Patent and Trademark Fee Modernization Act of 2003: 
Begins the implementation of the revised Strategic Business Plan to transform the Patent 
and Trademark Office’s (PTO) operations. The bill incorporates a revised fee schedule 
previously submitted by the PTO that would generate an additional $191 million in 
revenue. Former Director of the PTO, Jim Rogan, said that the Strategic Plan could not 
be implemented in the absence of the new fee schedule. This is the first step toward 
improving patent and trademark quality while reducing application backlogs and 
pendency at the agency. 
 
H.R. 743 - Social Security Protection Act of 2003: This legislation protects and 
preserves the Social Security program by protecting beneficiaries from representative 
payees who misuse benefits, protecting Social Security programs and individuals, helping 
individuals with disabilities gain access to representation, enhancing opportunities for 
individuals with disabilities to return to work, improving and simplifying the 
Supplemental Security Income program, and correcting, clarifying and modifying various 
technical aspects of current law. 
 
* Possible Motions to go to Conference  
* Possible Motions to Instruct Conferees 
 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2004 
On Friday, no votes are expected in the House. 
 
Historical Tidbits 
On Feb. 9 … 



1825 - The U.S. House of Representatives elected John Quincy Adams president. No 
candidate had received a majority of electoral votes. 
1861 - The Provisional Congress of the Confederate States of America elected Jefferson 
Davis as its president.  
1870 - The United States Weather Bureau was authorized by Congress. The bureau is 
officially known as the National Weather Service (NWS). 
1942 - The U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff held its first formal meeting to coordinate military 
strategy during World War II.  
1942 - Daylight-saving “War Time” went into effect in the U.S. 
1950 - U.S Senator Joseph McCarthy charged that the State Department was riddled with 
Communists. 
 
On Feb. 10 … 
1962 - The Soviet Union exchanged capture American U2 pilot Francis Gary Powers for 
the Soviet spy Rudolph Ivanovich Abel being held by the U.S.  
1967 - The 25th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was ratified. The amendment 
required the appointment of a vice-president when that office became vacant and 
instituted new measures in the event of presidential disability. 
 
On Feb. 12 … 
1892 - In the U.S., President Lincoln’s birthday was declared to be a national holiday. 
1915 - The cornerstone of the Lincoln Memorial was laid in Washington, DC. 
1998 - A U.S. federal judge declares that the presidential line-item veto was 
unconstitutional.  
1999 - U.S. President Clinton was acquitted by the U.S. Senate on two impeachment 
articles. 
 
On Feb. 13 … 
1889 - Norman Coleman became the first U.S. Secretary of Agriculture. 
 
(Information from http://www.on-this-day.com) 
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